
 In the years that followed the War Between the States, 
American manufacturers redirected their energies from 
wartime production to peacetime progress, applying new 
technologies to westward expansion and industrial growth.  
Seizing upon the opportunities born of this period was an 
enterprising Illinois gunsmith by the name of Morris Wood, 

who moved his family to Chicago with the aim of participat-
ing in a construction boom that had been further stimulated by 

the city’s catastrophic fi re of 1871. 
        An experienced machinist and aspiring inventor, Wood 

decided to apply his skill in working with steel and wood to the manu-
facture of steel woodworking tools.  Together with his three eldest boys, in 

1874, he founded Morris Wood & Sons, establishing with his name an endur-
ing American cutting tool brand that was to become and remain synonymous with 
precision, longevity, and superior performance.
 For 32 years, the Woods worked from a downtown machine shop to supply 
the building trades and furniture makers of the Upper Midwest; but as their cus-
tomer base grew to include other parts of North America, so grew the need for a 
larger facility.  In 1906, sons George and Robert built a new factory in the former 
western suburbs.  Th ere the company would remain until continued growth and a 
burgeoning Southern furniture industry combined to bring about a second move.
 Crowning nearly a century of achievement—during which the compa-
ny invented and patented the adjustable counterbore—Morris Wood & Sons 
relocated to the fortuitously-named city of Morristown, Tennessee.  Th ere, in 
August of 1970, great-grandsons “Jack” and “Bill” Cartwright reopened the com-
pany as Morris Wood Tool Co., Inc.  Joining the brothers in the move was then-
president, Annabeth Wood Cartwright, and shop foreman, Harold Bates, who 
would go on to devote 62 years of active service to the company.
 Th e spirit of innovation pioneered by the company’s founder and the 
dedication of long-term employees live on in the Morris Wood Tool of the 
21st century.  Fifth-generation family ownership, highly skilled machinists, and 
state-of-the-art technology carry forward Morris Wood’s legacy, providing the 
producers of tomorrow’s enduring products and heirlooms with the tools they need 
to build solid reputations—with “Wood”—today. 

Shop foreman, Harold Bates (foreground)—pictured here at 
Morris Wood & Sons at the beginning of a long and distinguished 
career—served the company from 1920 to 1982. 
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In 1906, Morris Wood & Sons 
moved to its new Lake Street, Chicago facility. 

The company later relocated to Morristown, Tennessee, 
where it incorporated as Morris Wood Tool Co., Inc.





Morris Wood’s desk—seen here as used by his son and successor, 
Robert Wood—is on permanent display at the company that 
carries forward both his name and his legacy of innovation.


